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have even less chance if the British Fleet had got as far as
Hongkong by the time war broke out.
From the British point of view, the longer actual hostili-
ties are deferred, the better. It would suit them best to have
the Fleet at Hongkong beforehand, and least to have it in
Europe, In any case, it is essential for them to wait until they
have a superior Fleet at Singapore.
Japan, then, must strike as soon as she learns that the
British Fleet has left European waters on its way East The
conditions are much the same as those which would obtain
in a war with America, when the last moment for com-
mencing hostilities is that when the enemy Fleet leaves
Hawaii for the westward.*
The No-War Pact.
In thus choosing the moment most favourable to herself
for the first act of war, Japan might find herself in difficulties
in connexion with the No-War Pact and other Treaties.
We attempted to justify our military action in Manchuria
as being within the limits of that which may be taken in
self-defence—the limits are somewhat indefinite—and by
saying that we were not at war. We took advantage of the
confused state of international law and of the vague wording
of the Treaties. As China was hardly a normal country,
these excuses met with some measure of acceptance, but in
the event of a war with England, conditions would be en-
tirely different. If we attacked Hongkong or Singapore, or
the British squadron in China without a previous declaration
of war, we could not pretend that it was not war. Other
countries would not take a lenient view of our action and
describe it, in the words of the Lytton Report, as 'War in
Disguise*. We should be held guilty of violating the No-War
Pact.
America and 'The Aggressor9.
If we broke the No-War Pact and appealed to force of
arms by attacking British territories or ships, we should be
deemed the aggressor. More than one proposal has been put
forward to stop the loopholes in the No-War Pact to
* In making this and other references to what might happen in a war
with America, the author appears to assume his readers to be familiar
with his book on that subject.-—Translator.

